
Chris Kilby - Faith Under Pressure 3. TRANSFORMING ENCOUNTERS. Exodus 3. 

Intro 

Let’s get straight into the word of God. READ EXODUS 3 

God’s people in Egypt needed a deliverer. Moses was a shepherd. Something had to change. Moses 

needed a conversion. The transformation in Moses from a shepherd looking after his Father in Law’s 

sheep to the great leader and deliver he became, came through AN ENCOUNTER THAT 

TRANSFORMED HIM. For Moses this was one of those moments in life that leave you utterly 

changed. 

I’ve had a few of those. The day I met God for the first time. The day he called me into leadership. 

The day he called me to plant Life Church. TBH I’d have been quite happy pottering. I like the idea of 

being a shepherd. (first sheep at 3) Countryside, open spaces, sheep for company, the simple life, 

but when you have an encounter with God, when you know something has changed, it ruins you for 

the simple life. 

Pete last week – no quick fix. God had been leading Moses to this encounter for a long time, but 

then in a moment, everything changed. He had a real, transforming encounter with the living God. 

When that happens to anyone, they are changed. 

None of the preparation was wasted. God didn’t want the impulsive Moses who would strike out 

and kill an Egyptian. He wanted the Moses that had been shaped by years of shepherding. He 

wanted a shepherd for his people – so he had to learn how to look after someone else’s sheep 

before being trusted with God’s. (You’ll see this principle throughout scripture, God trains us 

through small bits of faithfulness before he entrusts us with more) 

HE ENCOUNTERED GOD. 

‘The Angel of the Lord’ (2) – Not a created angel, but God himself. There are other examples (eg 

Malachi 1), where this phrase is used to describe God himself. Why come in the form of an Angel? 

God is holy, can’t dwell with man, so coming in this form he doesn’t lose any of his deity, but is in a 

mode where he can draw close to sinners. Of course, there was another way later in God’s big story 

that he came in a form where he could draw close to sinful man – as Jesus, God in the flesh – so we 

can really look at this moment when Moses encounters God in the bush as a pre-incarnate 

encounter with Jesus himself. This is important, because Jesus is eternally alive. That means that we 

can still encounter him. Even today, even in Southampton! Where Moses delivers Israel, Jesus can 

deliver us all! 

‘flames of fire’ (2) – Throughout Exodus there is a link between fire and God’s presence. Later in 

chapters 13 &14 as they were crossing the sea, they were led by a pillar of fire – presence of God. 

Then later in Ch19 when Moses goes up Mount Sinai to get the 10 commandments the presence of 

God is described as ‘like a furnace’. You’ve heard the expression ‘there’s no smoke without fire’ – it’s 

the same with God. There was always fire, and always smoke. Fire burns, but smoke hides. This is 

important for the same reason that God came as ‘The Angel of the Lord’. Fire symbolises his 

unyielding holiness, his burning perfection before which none of us, including Moses, could stand – 

but smoke shields, hides. Smoke represents God graciously veiling us from his holiness so that we 

can draw close enough to encounter him. 

This was where Moses was transformed into God’s servant. A place where God’s holiness was 

evident, tangible, but where God had graciously drawn near. 



Qu. Do you want to serve the Lord? It begins here. In the place of encounter where we sense God’s 

unapproachable otherness, yet where he provides a way for us to draw near. If you want to serve 

him it begins with a holy moment. A.P Baker who lectured at Trinity College Bristol put it like this. 

‘Unless we have been on our knees, more or less in tears, because of the holiness of God, we have not 

begun.’ 

From that place of reverence and awe – God speaks – he calls Moses to his God appointed task. 

Here’s the deal. The apostle Paul taught that there were things for you to do and achieve in life that 

God has prepared in advance. (Eph 2:10, ‘For we are God’s handiwork (masterpiece NLT, 

workmanship ESV), created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 

to do.’ 

Paul also taught in Eph 4 that my job (and our jobs as leaders) is to equip you for works of service. 

This is what today is all about....You coming before a holy God, and hearing his call to you. Moses 

had his call, I had my call, you will have your call. My privilege is to help you hear his call, to help you 

bow low, but then to draw near in obedience and  hear God’s plan. 

For some of you this year God is going to call you to move to help establish a new site of Life Church, 

for others God is going to call you into new roles here. Some of you will also be taking on new roles 

at work, or new roles as husband and wife (Lizzie and Timo), or parent. So I want to give you a few 

quick principles that will help you to recognise and be obedient to God’s call for your life. 

#1 God calls people because there is a task at hand. 

At the end of Ex 2 we see the Israelites crying out to God because of their slavery. God remembers 

his promise (to Abraham/Isaac/Jacob) and was concerned. 

God is concerned about our nation and the nations of the world. God doesn’t just call you because 

he wants you to grow, but because there is work to be done, a vision to outwork, a kingdom to 

advance. (like Nehemiah and the walls) 

If you are sensing God’s call on your life, it is because he has something in mind that needs to be 

done. Obviously my world revolves around buiding the church – and there is certainly going to be 

much to be done (Kitchener – Your Church needs You!) 

#2 God calls people from a place of faithful service. 

Ex 3:1 Moses was looking after his Father in law’s sheep in Midian. It wasn’t; a glamorous job, but it 

was part of his preparation for leading God’s people. 

I sometimes come across people who have great dreams of what they want to do with their lives, 

great plans for career or ministry and leadership. Sometimes those same people aren’t yet doing the 

basics of faithful service, like turning up for work on time, being a reliable employee, or in church life 

things like turning up regularly, being part of a small group, serving on a team of some sort, being 

faithful and generous with their finances, and reaching people around them. 

Whatever God calls you to in the future, it will spring from recognition of what you are faithfully 

doing now. Here’s a practical challenge At work or in your studies, be the most diligent one in the 

room. At church - Move from being an ‘attender’ to a faithful servant. When God see’s how you use 

your time and money, he will call you onto greater things. 

#3 God calls when you are close. 



Remember in v 2 it tells us that ‘Moses came to Horeb, the mountain of God.’ Now he wasn’t 

particularly going out to seek the Lord, he was just leading his flock, but his faithful service bought 

him close to God. God always calls from a place of nearness, intimacy, as well as obedience. This is 

really important if you’re feeling called to something. If you are not enjoying the closeness of God, 

intimacy with him, and obedience to him, doing something new won’t help. 

Don’t look to a new adventure as your route to a closer walk with God. It will kill you. Instead grow 

from a place of intimacy. Get close to him now, function from a place of sonship/daughterhood now, 

be obedient to him now. It won’t be easier when you are in a different place or have a different role. 

Call follows intimacy, not the other way around. 

#4 God calls through supernatural means. 

Ex 3:2 God, as an angel appears to Moses, from the flames in a bush which was on fire but didn’t 

burn up. Being called into something for God doesn’t happen through purely pragmatic decisions. 

Here God used and angel and a weird fire proof bush. 

Let’s take work as an example. Maybe you have something that you’d really like to do. A new role or 

a job change. The natural path might be for you to do some training, get some skills or qualifications, 

apply for something, and then the best person would be chosen and called. God uses a fiery talking 

bush. When I was first called into leadership God used sickness and depression. (tell story) 

Then when I was called to church plant, God spoke through prophecies and chance meetings. God 

gave me a dream of St. Mary’s Football Stadium. God spoke to a radio DJ in Southampton to invite 

me to do a radio show, he even spoke to me through an ancient hymn! Be open to God using 

unusual things and strange people to call you! 

#5 God calls as you move. 

Ex 3:3-4 – Moses is captivated by this strange sight and decides to get closer. He has been drawn in 

by the prophetic signs, and God calls to him ‘Moses! Moses!’ 

Two things have happened – Moses moved and God spoke. 

Stepping in to new adventures with God is a bit like a ballroom dance which God is leading you in. He 

leads you one step at a time, you follow, he gives you another step. You don’t always know the 

direction, sometimes not even the next step, but as he leads you follow.  

 If you are in a place of indecision at the moment, that’s ok, but be listening, draw close.  

 What are the scriptures saying to you right now? 

 What are those who lead you saying right now? 

 Is there any genuine prophetic leading?  (be aware that it is possible to squeeze the prophetic 

into our agenda. Don’t make prophecy say what you want it to say, but genuinely weigh it, with 

others, with leaders, with Godly friends.) 

 What would constitute a ‘faith step’? 

#6 God calls you personally. 

In v4 God calls to Moses. ‘Moses! Moses!’. He calls him personally, by name. 

When we are part of a growing church we will always be calling people to new things. Also, as part of 

a family of churches that is wanting to grow and plant, At moments like Westpoint we will call 



people to church plant and go to the nations. Qu. How do you know when this call is general or 

personal? Just for everyone to hear, of for you to make a faith response to? 

2 things. 

1. Is it consistent with everything else God has been leading you towards in this ‘dance’? Is it the 

right TIME. 

Every pioneer has a time of preparation before the call. Joseph had a time of preparation 

between the dream and the reality, Moses here had the same preparation time, even Jesus 

waited for the appointed time. (Jn 7 ‘My time has not yet come’, Jn 12 ‘The hour has come’) 

For me, back in 2005 I had been leading and growing. I was on John Groves eldership team in 

Wincheser. I hadn’t thought about church planting, but after a string of prophetic words and 

dreams etc, God brought it onto my horizon. I asked John. He said to me ‘Yes, I think it is the 

right time for you.’ 

2. You will know if it is a personal call because it will be effectual. (when God calls us to faith in 

Jesus, that call is effectual, he calls us and also gives us the faith to respond – it becomes 

irresistible because the call comes with the power from God to respond. It is the same with a call 

to doing something new for God. If it is a personal call, it will be effectual. You won’t be able to 

close the door on it, you won’t be satisfied with anything less.  

 

#7 God calls the willing. 

 

Moses answered God by saying ‘Here I am.’ It was not that God’s couldn’t see him, he was not giving 

away his location. He was expressing willingness. 

He was willing to apply faith that a this voice could be God. 

He was willing to acknowledge that God was personally speaking to him. 

He was willing to be identified, so he says ‘Here I am.’ 

It is an expression of open handedness, flexibility, desire to be used. 

It’s like when God called Isaiah, and he said: 

‘Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, 

“Here am I. Send Me.” Isa 6:8 

 

When God first began calling me to Southampton I wasn’t willing. I thought about the Asian 

community, and thought ‘I know, Dave Lockyer would be brilliant to plant a church in Southampton 

– he has already been planting out in India and Nepal.’ It really was a case of ‘Here am I – send him!’ 

God worked on my willingness until I was prepared to lay down everything. 

Then he had to work on my wife. (really important – if you’re taking on new adventures this year 

that you are both willing!) 

 

Having drawn close and made himself available, Moses had a transforming encounter with God - a 

powerful moment of profound revelation. He hid his face in holy reverence and fear of God, and 

began to hear God’s plan for him. 

Now of course he still made excuses and tried to find reasons why he wasn’t ‘the man’, but one by 

one God dealt with them. 

He went on to do exactly what God had called him to do, and lead the people of God to liberty, but 

there will have been many days when he felt the impossibility and magnitude of the task at hand, 

and in those days he would have looked back on this transforming encounter - this burning bush 

moment and reminded himself that God had called him. 

 



MINISTRY TIME – BAND UP. 

Some of you need that encounter – and God is going to meet you right now.  

In a moment I’m going to ask some of you to stand where you are, and that’s you expressing your 

willingness and desire to encounter God. 

 For Moses – this was a conversion experience. Some of you need that, a moment when you 

meet Jesus and become his. When I say – you stand. 

 Some of you know that you have a distinct sense of call on your life in the workplace or the 

home, and you need that encounter to give you the confidence to follow God’s call. – When 

I say you stand. 

 Some of you are called to new adventures in church this year, and you need that 

transforming encounter to confirm God’s call. When I say, you stand. 

 Some of you just know that you need to hear God’s voice, calling your name. – You Stand. 

STAND AND PRAY. WAIT ON GOD. 

 


