
Life Application Notes 
Week beginning 8th March (West End) 15th March (Lordshill/Central). 

Culture Revealed.  What Matters to Jesus in the Local Church? 
Chris Kilby. Letter 5 (SARDIS) – Revelation 3 ‘An Authentic Church?’ 

Opening Up. 

• In this letter, Jesus addresses the issue of AUTHENTICITY in the church. 

Group discussion – Can you think of a time when you’ve been treated dishonestly or 
when someone has said one thing and done another? What was the impact? 

Digging In 

In Revelation we see John’s vision of a glorified Christ, who then dictates to John letters 
to seven churches. This fourth letter is written to the church in Sardis. 

Read Revelation 3:1-6 

Remind one another what Sardis was like as a city. 
(Clues for leader – A Powerful city, capital of the region of Lydia. Huge temple to Artemis. A city 
known for its great achievements, but now much less influential. Built on a mountain with an 
acropolis.) 

The Key Verse of the Letter 

‘I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.’ 3:1b 

Quick Questions: 

• What do you think might have been some of the ‘deeds’ of the church in Sardis? 

• What things may have contributed to these deeds being hypocritical in Jesus view? 

Jesus was not content for them to continue in such a way, and to face judgement. What 5 
things did he offer them (in Vv 2-3) as a way to put things right? 

Group Discussion 

Discuss these 5 things one by one, and make some suggestions as to what each think 
might look like in practice. E.g. – What might it look like to ‘Wake up!’? – Try and give 
some real rather than theoretical examples (make sure everyone has an opportunity to 
contribute, draw in suggestions from the quieter members of the group) 

Rounding Off 

On Sunday, Chris gave 10 examples of what it could look like for some of us at Life Church 
to have the reputation of being alive, but the possibility of being dead. Did any of these 
resonate with you in particular? Please pray for anyone who want to ‘Wake Up’, ‘Hold 
Fast’ or ‘Repent’. Please also pray that as a church we would be ‘ALL ABOUT 
AUTHENTICITY’.


