Life Application Notes

Week beginning 12th April

Easter Sunday. David McNee.
Easter Hope In A Time Of Crisis — 1 Corinthians 15: 3-26

Opening Up.

What would your plans normally be at Easter and how were they different this year?

Digging In.

Did anything particularly strike you or stand out from the talk on Sunday? Anything that effected you or
surprised you?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-26

What are the things that Paul list’s as being as of “first importance” at the start of this passage? Any why
do you think Paul considers each of these things worth that significance?

What do you think it means for us to live with the right attitude to the things that are of most importance
and what are the dangers to us if we get our priorities disordered?

In verses 4-8 Paul lists various evidences for the resurrection? How do you think most people react to the
Christian idea that Jesus rose from the dead?

Chuck Coleson said this about the resurrection of Jesus after he had been found guilty in the Watergate
Scandal. "I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 men testified
that they had seen Jesus risen from the dead, then they proclaimed that truth for 40 years, never once
denying it. Every one was beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison. They wouldn't have endured that if it
weren't true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the most powerful men in the world-and they couldn't keep a lie
for 3 weeks. You're telling me that 12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible."

What do you think of Coleson’s quote?

Application.

How do you think the resurrection applies to people in the following circumstances right now?

e People who are feeling desperately lonely and want to know why this is so hard.

e People who look with envy at the lives of those who are lonely because their family is utterly
chaotic and they feel trapped inside.

e People who feel purposeless without work and want to know why just not going to work strikes so
deep a chord.

e People who look with envy at the lives of those working less because their work has been thrown
into turmoil and is unrelenting.

Which of these groups do you most identify with at the moment?

Take time to pray for one another at the end.



