
Life Application Notes
Galatians 2:1-10 - 28th February 2021 “Gospel Unity”

Following on closely from last week, this week we continue to look at Paul defending the origin of the
gospel that he preached. Let’s continue to unpack what the passage says, what it meant to the
Galatian churches, and what it means for us today.

● Read Gal 2:1-10 together

Here Paul continues to outline the chronology of his ministry and his relationship with the
apostles in Jerusalem. Here he starts to target the false additions to the gospel that were being
taught to the Galatians.

Context for leaders When in Paul’s timeline is he describing?

Here is the timeline of Paul’s travels presented last week. Numbers 1-4 are described in 1:11-24
covered last week, and this week we are discussing number 5.

1. Conversion – AD 34
2. 3 years in Arabia and Damascus – AD 34-37
3. Initial visit to Jerusalem (just 15 days) – AD 37
4. Went to Syria and Cilicia – for approx. 10 years – AD 37-47
5. Second, longer visit to Jerusalem 14 years after his conversion (AD 47)
6. From there Paul was sent on 3 missionary journeys. Set up the Galatian churches (approx.

AD 48)
7. Visited Galatian churches again two more times at the beginning of his second and third

missionary journey

Among the falsehoods that the Judaisers preached to the Galatians was the necessity for Gentiles to
be circumcised in order to live like Jews and become acceptable to God. Paul shows in this passage
that although “false brothers” tried to add this teaching “that they might bring us into slavery”, he “did
not yield … so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you”. A later debate that the apostles
had on this is described in Acts 15 (the visit to Jerusalem described here in Galatians could be Acts
11:27-30), and is ended with Peter declaring that this should not be an impediment to the Gentiles.

So let’s dig into the passage and see what Paul has to say about his interactions with the apostles in
Jerusalem.

Verse 1:
Paul gives us a sense of time, but in a way which is not obvious to the modern reader. He uses the
words “after fourteen years”, but this is fourteen years from his conversion, about ten years since his
last visit to Jerusalem in 1:18-24.

Verse 2:
Paul says that he went up to Jerusalem and set before “those who seemed influential” the message
that he had been preaching.

● In what ways do we as a church know that we have not strayed from Jesus’ teachings?
○ Teach the Bible! Part of larger organisations, such as Commission and Newfrontiers.
○ We state that we ascribe to impartial statements of faith that the wider church

acknowledge [From the Newfrontiers website: “As contemporary evangelicals, we
affirm modern statements such as the Evangelical Alliance statement of faith and the
Lausanne Covenant. As part of the universal church, we also hold to the ecumenical
creeds (the Apostles’, Nicene-Constantinopolitan, Chalcedonian and Athanasian



Creeds). As Protestant Christians, we affirm that justification is by faith alone, and
stand in the tradition of Reformation confessional documents like the Heidelberg
Catechism, although we believe water baptism is only for believers”]

Verses 3-5:
Here Paul calls out one of the main arguments of the Judaisers being used against the Galatians -
that in order for them to be right with God they had to live like Jews, including being circumcised. This
is the first time Paul addresses the rogue teaching of the Judaisers directly.

● Why is it helpful that Paul uses the example of Titus not being circumcised?
○ Someone close to Paul who had gentile roots (like the Galatians) showing that Paul

did not recommend Gentiles getting circumcised.
○ The other apostles did not raise an issue with Titus being present.

Quick sidenote - Titus vs Timothy. Both were known to have Greek heritage, but Paul was opposed to
Titus being circumcised and yet had Timothy circumcised in Acts 16. Why?

Titus came from an all-Greek family, and so the act of circumcision would be shackling him to the Law.
Timothy had a Greek father but Jewish mother. He was raised under the law but his father had been
opposed to his circumcision. It was therefore an acknowledgement of his heritage.

Titus was prominent in Paul’s mission to the uncircumcised and so served as a good example that
circumcision was not a necessary part of their salvation. Timothy was part of Paul’s mission to Jews,
therefore it made sense for him to be as acceptable to them as possible. See 1 Corinthians 9:20, “To
the Jews I became as a Jew in order to win the Jews.”

● What does Paul suggest is the end result of the Gentiles listening to these Judaisers?
○ Slavery! Paul is talking about being (voluntarily!) bound by the Law - which Paul

argues later is incapable of making someone justified.
● How does Paul describe the message that he then carried to the original audience?

What does that mean for us about the rest of the Pauline epistles?
○ He describes it as true - it has not been maliciously influenced despite the efforts of

the Judaisers.
○ If we view the message in Galatians as from a Spirit-inspired author, we can do the

same for the other letters authored by Paul.

Verse 6:
Paul here describes the apostles in Jerusalem as “those that seemed to be influential”, and states that
they “added nothing to me”.

● Reread this part of the passage again if necessary to fully understand Paul’s sentence
structure. Why does Paul only describe those in Jerusalem as seeming to be
influential?

○ Paul is keen to point out that, before God, everyone is equal. This may have been as
a warning against people claiming to be influential to the Galatian church.

● Why is it important that those in Jerusalem “added nothing” to the message that Paul
had been preaching? Note that this interaction happens before Paul plants the Galatian
church!

○ This shows that the additions that the Judaisers had been bringing to the Galatian
church were not authorised or supported by those that had first-hand knowledge of
Jesus and his teaching. Paul is removing the authority that they might have had, and
showing his own authority in that the apostles in Jerusalem agreed with all that Paul
was about to teach the Galatians - that salvation comes through grace alone!

Verses 7-9:
Paul uses a lot of words here to say something simple: Peter (=Cephas!), James and John
recognised that Paul had the same God-given apostolic ministry that they had, but that his calling was
to the Gentiles (uncircumcised) whereas theirs was to the Jews (circumcised), and that they “gave the
right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and [Paul]”.

● What does it mean for the authority of Paul’s evangelism and writings that Peter,
James, and John recognised that Paul had the same ministry as them?



○ We can read Paul’s writings, and the Galatians should have received his teachings,
with the same authority behind them as if Peter or another of the Twelve were
present. See 2 Peter 3:14-18 to see how Peter talks about Paul’s writings!

● How important is it that the message that both Paul and Peter have is described in the
same words - “the gospel”?

○ It is the same message of grace that they share, the same Jesus that they proclaim.

Verse 10:
Here Paul reminds the readers of his desire to care for the poor, and tells that reader that the hearts of
the apostles in Jerusalem are the same.

● Caring for the poor is a theme throughout the Bible; find an example from the Old
Testament and from Jesus’ teachings that show this.

● What should our attitude to the poor therefore be and how can we demonstrate this?

Summary:
Paul brings out a lot of his theological thinking just from his description of visiting the apostles in
Jerusalem.

● What notable theological points does Paul make?
○ Circumcision (and living according to the Law more generally) is not required by

Gentile converts to Christianity
○ We must work hard to keep the gospel pure
○ Remember the poor


