
Life Application Notes 
Galatians 3:1-14 - 14th March 2021 “The way in is the way on” 

Through this passage, Paul makes several key points: 
● Did they receive the Spirit and see miracles through faith, or through works of the 

law? 
● Abraham is a case study in faith being sufficient without the law, as the law had not 

yet been given. Any language from Judaisers about becoming “sons of Abraham” 
(v7) through the law is therefore less correct than becoming “sons of Abraham” 
through faith in God. 

● The law is incapable of justification in and of itself, and keeping the law is separate 
and distinct from having faith - each can exist without the other. 

● Submitting ourselves to the law (which we are incapable of keeping perfectly) is to 
submit ourselves to a curse (v10). Jesus redeems us from this curse by “becoming a 
curse for us” (v13). This is called double imputation (more on this later!). 

 

Context for leaders What is the significance of Abraham to the Jews?  

Abraham is seen as the founder of Judaism, as it was with Abraham that God made the 
covenant that “in you shall all the nations be blessed” (3:8, c.f. Gen 12:3) 

To be an Israelite is to be a descendant of Abraham, and it was with Abraham that the 
covenant of circumcision was established, so the Judaisers misleading the Galatians were 
likely stressing the importance of Abraham and the role of his descendants in their efforts to 
make them live more like Jews. 

 
In this passage Paul continues to explain why the idea of being justified by the law is 
so flawed, and that the assurance of our salvation must come through faith alone. 
Let’s see how Paul brings Abraham into the argument, and what we can learn from it 
today. 
 

● Read Gal 3:1-14 together 
 
Verse 1: Paul returns to the strong language against the Galatians that he used in 1:6, 
denouncing their acceptance of the diluted gospel preached by the Judaisers. 
 
Verses 2-5: In these verses, Paul frames verses 3 and 4 between a repetition of the same 
idea. In verses 2 and 5, Paul gives the readers rhetorical questions challenging them on their 
experience of God while he was with them. 
 

● Do you feel the Spirit more keenly when you acknowledge your need for God in 
your life (faith), or when you strive to make yourself acceptable through works 
(the law)? 



● Have you experienced or witnessed miracles? What were the circumstances 
around these? What are the common factors? 

 
In verses 3 and 4, Paul questions the direction that the Galatians are heading in, following 
their initial acceptance of the Spirit, and reminds them that they considered significant 
sacrifice to be acceptable for the Gospel. We can see in Acts 14 that Paul and Barnabas 
received persecution in this region (to the point that Paul was left for dead!), it would be 
surprising if this did not spill over to the new Christians. 
 

● Read Romans 7:5 and 7:18-20, Ephesians 2:3, and Galatians 5:24 and 6:8. How 
does Paul describe the “flesh” in these passages? 

○ You can imagine Paul would have used this language when he was with the 
Galatians; you can see now how pointed v3 is! 

● Have you experienced persecution for your faith? Do you consider that it is 
worth it for the blessings you have and will receive? 

 
Verse 6: Here Paul brings in his case study: Abraham. He references Genesis 15:6. 
 

● What does Paul’s argument suggest by stating that “Abraham was counted as 
righteous because of faith” before the law had even been given to God’s 
chosen people? 

○ The law on its own is not required for righteousness, even before Christ 
came. It is faith in God alone that can put us right with Him. 

 
Verses 7-9: In these verses, Paul expands his point on Abraham showing that blessing 
comes through faith. 
 

● What does Paul mean in verse 7 when he says “sons of Abraham”? 
○ Those who show the same faith as Abraham are part of the people of God in 

the New Covenant brought by Jesus, rather than those that are genetically 
descended from Abraham. 

● In what ways does the phrase that Paul quotes, “In you shall all the nations be 
blessed”, infer the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

○ The conventional understanding of the Jews was that they were God’s 
chosen people, and that only they received God’s blessing. That this verse (a 
quote from Gen 12:3) states that “all the nations” will be blessed explicitly 
expands that beyond the Jewish nation so that the blessings experienced by 
them will be applicable to others. 

 
Verses 10-12: In these verses, Paul uses a number of Old Testament verses to explain how 
trying to keep to the law by human endeavor can only lead to us being cursed. This state of 
being cursed is the reason that Jesus had to die for our sins! 
 

● With the quote in verse 10 from Deuteronomy 27:26, what is Paul assuming 
when he states that “all who rely on works of the law are under a curse”? 

○ That no human is capable of keeping the entirety of the law. 
● What message do you think Paul is trying to get across in verse 11 through his 

use of this verse from Habakkuk 2:4? 



○ Living by faith is an indication that someone will be viewed as righteous by 
God. 

● The quote in verse 12 reads as “if you do all these things, you will achieve 
righteousness through them”, but as he stated in verse 10, this leads us under a 
curse. How does this contrast to living by faith? 

○ This would be living by one’s own works, as opposed to our faith in God. 
 
Imputed - if something is imputed on something else, it is represented as being done by that 
other thing, or attributed to that other thing. If I crashed my car because of a tyre badly fitted 
by a mechanic, the responsibility of the crash could be imputed onto the mechanic. 

 
Verses 13-14: These verses give the good news that we are redeemed from this curse 
through a process called “double imputation” - our sins are imputed on Christ, so that when 
he was on the cross all our sins were borne by him, and Christ’s righteousness, secured by 
being the only human being to never sin, is imputed on us. 
 

● Consider the second verse of How Deep the Father’s Love for Us (below). How do 
you feel knowing that the cost of your sin was the life of God’s only son? 

● How do you feel knowing that because of this, when God looks at you he sees 
the virtues of Jesus, and you are made a co-heir with Christ? 

 
In verse 14 Paul gives an explanation again of the mission he has been called on by God to 
bring the Gospel to the gentiles (non-Jews). 

● We are part of that same mission of redemption! Thinking back to the earlier verses 
where we discussed miracles and the work of the Holy Spirit - How can we 
personally/collectively nurture our faith and widen our expectations of the 
Spirit working in our lives and communities? 

 
 
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us - 
https://youtu.be/3IQUXJ_H16Y 
 
Verse 1 
How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 2 
Behold the Man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 
 
Verse 3 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

https://youtu.be/3IQUXJ_H16Y

