
Life Application Notes
Galatians 3:26-4:7 - 26th March 2021 “Children of God”

Through this passage, Paul makes several key points:
● We all now have the same status as Christ, and as each other, as children of God.
● Paul puts the Law another way: before maturity, a child in the household was in

effectively the same position as a slave, in that even though they are heirs to the
household, the child is under “guardians and managers” (the law) until they come of
age.

● Because we are now seen as children of God, we can have an intimate relationship
with our heavenly father.

Context for leaders Son vs child

The language of this passage suggests that we are “sons” (ESV), but can also be translated
“children” (NIV) - why the difference?

At the time of writing, it would be unusual for a female child to inherit, obviously in contrast to
our society today. The gender of the reader is actually irrelevant in this instance, but Paul
uses the masculine noun to say that we become “sons” here to reinforce that we are all
becoming heirs, which in the context of the time would be sonship.

When considering what this passage means for us today, it can be helpful to use the
language of “children”, as this can avoid unhelpful tangents.

In this passage we will see how Paul contrast living in the slavery of the law against
becoming children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and how the latter leads to us
being equal heirs with Christ.

● Read Gal 3:26-4:7 together

Verse 26: This is the crux of the gospel, that through our faith in Jesus Christ, we become
children of God.

● What does it mean to you to be a child of God?

Verse 27: This verse uses the phrase “to put on Christ” (ESV) or “be clothed with Christ”
(NIV), saying that everyone that is baptised into Christ is “clothed with Christ”.

● What do you think this phrase “to put on” or “to be clothed with Christ”
means?

○ We are seen by God as Christ - the attributes of Christ have been put on us

Verse 28: This verse is a powerful demonstration that God views us all equally - because he
sees us all as Christ.

● How should we treat each other, knowing that God has no partiality between
us?



Verse 29: This verse is Paul bringing his argument back around to address the Judaisers -
emphasising that the real way to become Abraham’s spiritual offspring is through faith in
Christ, not through adherence to the Law.

Chapter 4, verses 1-3: Here, Paul sets out an allegory between being children and the
period between the Law being given and Jesus' message. He puts it that when an heir of an
estate is growing up, even though the parent sees them as their child, the child is under
guardianship or management as Paul puts it, and in this sense is no different to a slave in
the household. But the difference comes once the child is of age, as they then can inherit the
household. This period of guardianship was the Law until Jesus came, but now we can be
adults in God’s household.
By faith, we are made children of God, able to inherit the kingdom as co-heirs with Christ
(Romans 8:17), whereas by trying to live by the law, we remain in slavery forever.

● Take time to discuss this and make sure everyone follows

Verses 4-5: Here Paul notes that Jesus was “born of a woman, born under the law”.
● Why is it important that Jesus was born under the law?

○ It shows us that it is our sinful nature that holds us back from God - Jesus
was able to keep the law where no human has succeeded.

Verse 6: Paul reminds us that God has given us the gift of the Holy Spirit - and it is through
this gift that we can have such a close relationship with God to use the intimate word Abba -
daddy, papa - as a small child would to their earthly father.

● How do you feel about God wanting us to have that intimate a relationship with
him? What implications does this have for how we approach time with God?

Verse 7: Paul rounds out this thought by reaffirming that we are no longer slaves to sin
under the law, as we have been given the status of children through Christ, and that if we
have the status of children, we have the status of heirs with Christ.

● How should it impact how we live out our Christian walk that we are labelled as
God’s children, co-heirs with Jesus Christ, the one who sits at the right hand of
the throne of God?


