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A biblical view of kingship

“…this is my covenant with you: You will 
be the father of many nations… I will 
make nations of you, and kings will come 
from you.” 

Genesis 17:4-6 



A biblical view of kingship

“Although the whole earth is mine, you 
will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.” 

Exodus 19:5-6



A biblical view of kingship

“Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your 
king comes to you, righteous and 
victorious, lowly and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

Zechariah 9:9



A king like Saul? 

6 When the men were returning home after David 
had killed the Philistine, the women came out from 
all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with 
singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with 
timbrels and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang: 
“Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of 
thousands.”

1 Samuel 18:6-11



A king like Saul? 

8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him 
greatly. “They have credited David with tens of 
thousands,” he thought, “but me with only 
thousands. What more can he get but the 
kingdom?” 9 And from that time on Saul kept a 
close eye on David. 

1 Samuel 18:6-11



A king like Saul? 

10 The next day an evil spirit from God came 
forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his house, 
while David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. 
Saul had a spear in his hand 11 and he hurled it, 
saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to the wall.” But 
David eluded him twice.

1 Samuel 18:6-11



A king like Saul? 

“Men were made for war. Without it they wandered 
greyly about, getting under the feet of the women, 
who were trying to organize the really important 
things of life.” 

Alice Thomas Ellis



A king like [insert leader’s name here]? 

“You can please some of the people all of the time, 
you can please all of the people some of the time, 
but you can’t please all of the people all of the time”
 

John Lydgate
(Made famous by Abraham Lincoln)



A king like [insert leader’s name here]? 

“It is a little bit strange,but 
also I'm not missing it.
I think it's hard to describe 
because until that weight's 
gone you don't necessarily 
realise.”

 Sir Gareth Southgate



A king like…me? 

“Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.”
 

William Shakespeare
Henry IV, Part 2, Act 3, Scene 1



A king like…me?

Searching every corner of my mind
Looking for the answers I can't find
I have my reasons, and life has its 
lessons and, I tried to be grateful and 
count all my blessings…

B ut  heavy is  the head 
that  w ears  the c row n 

 Stormzy



A king like Jesus

11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me 
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 
True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His 
eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many 
crowns. He has a name written on him that no one 
knows but he himself.  

Revelation 19:11-12



A king like Jesus
“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, 
having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of 
life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.”   

James 1:12
“Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to 
all who have longed for his appearing.” 

2 Timothy 4:8
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